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The TEX4IM project has completed its two years journey
The TEX4IM project has completed its two years journey. The project began its
implementation on 1 October 2018 and it will end on 30 of April 2021.
An international consortium of the main European textile-based clusters from Italy,
France, Portugal, Spain, Romania, Czech Republic and Sweden came together under this
initiative funded by the COSME Program in order to support the setting up of new cooperations by enhancing innovation capacities, business, knowledge, skill levels and other
key competitive factors for the future of European Textile-clothing sector.
Through the 2-years activity, the partnership had worked in supporting the industrial
modernisation of TC sector by pushing innovation within the enterprises and more in
particular SMEs, by making available to them technological innovation, organisation
solutions, business and market opportunities, as well as entrepreneurial skills.
The results achieved during the 24 months of the TEX4IM project journey:
➔ A joint strategy for Textile and Clothing industrial modernisation and long-term
cooperation agenda, that include a permanent incubation and acceleration system
for the generation of joint investment projects in the Textile and Clothing sector.
➔ A permanent incubation and acceleration system and a specific toolbox
(Matchmaking events, TC KETs and Non TC KETs maps, innovation camp, generation
ideas workshops, etc.) for facilitating the cooperation of TC businesses in partner
regions.
➔ A portfolio of 24 business opportunities, with 10 business plans developed and full
investment projects identified for the best 6 of them.
➔ New business and growth support services provided for SMEs: the support for
preparation of 10 pilot cases and 6 complete business plans ready for funding.
➔ 2 international and interregional matchmaking events:
➢ the 1st International Textile-Clothing Matchmaking Event took place on the
13 and 14 November 2019 in Stockholm, Sweden with 52 participants and 109
B2B meetings;
➢ the 2nd TEX4IM matchmaking event, organised on-line between 10-17 March
2021 under the umbrella of MODtissimo, the oldest textile fair in the Iberian
Peninsula with 388 participants and 135 B2B meeting.

➔ 8 regional workshops and international matchmaking events with the participation
of TC SMEs from the European regions and other stakeholders, in order to raise
awareness about TEX4IM opportunities and services portfolio for SMEs.
➔ A 3 days widespread event with webinars about TEX4IM portfolio of opportunities,
circular economy, advanced textile materials and digital transition in the textile
industry.
➔ More than 50 SMEs directly impacted and more than 500 indirectly impacted in the
European textile&clothing sector.
Moreover, the TEX4IM consortium was awarded with ESCP-S3 Label for a European
Strategic Cluster Partnership for smart specialization investments.
All the results are accessible on the project´s website www.tex4im.eu
The project website will be available after the conclusion of the project for all those
interested to develop project ideas. The TEX4IM experts will continue to assess the value
of the project idea and to support SMEs to develop a solid business plan for having the
project idea financially supported.

TEX4IM On-line Final Conference, April 20-22, 2021

TEX4IM partnership have organised the 2-years activity final event. The Final
Conference of the TEX4IM project was held on-line through GoToMeeting platform,
between April 20-22, 2021.
The event gathered 74 registered participants from Romania, Italy, Sweden, Portugal,
Spain, Belgium and Czech Republic, cluster representatives, participants from
research&development centres and academia, textile&clothing SMEs and representants of
regional authorities. The conference was a 3 day widespread event with distinguished guests
from the textile and clothing sector across Europe. Interesting topics were presented
regarding the advanced textile materials and innovative textile products with diversified
applications and the circular economy as an opportunity for cross sectoral collaboration.
The CONTEXT initiative was presented, as well as a real-world case study about digital
transformation in a spinning SME and an overview about Key Enabling Technologies in the
textile&clothing.
During this event, the participants had the opportunity to learn about TEX4IM portfolio of
opportunities and about the technical support that TEX4IM project could provide to the
development of business co-operations, up to the definition of a solid business plan.
The final conference was a great opportunity to present the results achieved during the 24
months of the TEX4IM project journey.

A great success the 2nd TEX4IM matchmaking event

A total of 135 meetings were held, with a total of 388 participants from 23 different
countries, including 68 transnational meetings.
Under the umbrella of MODtissimo, the oldest textile fair in the Iberian Peninsula and the
only one in Portugal dedicated to the Portuguese Textile and Clothing Industry, a 1-week
event was held to support business and co-operations. During the 6-days, participants had
the opportunity to visit the Portuguese exhibitors, attend to several talks and webinars,
walk around the iTechstyle innovation showcase and iTechstyle Green Circle and attend to
the ITechstyle awards ceremony.
A marketplace with around 400 register entities was arranged for companies in order to
strengthen the competitiveness of the European textile and fashion industry, to grow and
expand business opportunities!
The event was a unique place for companies to reach a network of customers, designers,
innovation, stakeholders and Portuguese and international manufacturers. The ideal place
for Networking.
The matchmaking event was organised by the TEX4IM project with the support of the COSME
programme from the European Commission and in collaboration with MODtissimo Textile
Trade Fair and European Enterprise Network.
https://modtissimo-online.b2match.io/

TEX4IM portfolio of business opportunities
The TEX4IM partnership had defined a permanent incubation and acceleration system
and a specific toolbox (Matchmaking events, TC KETs and Non TC KETs maps, innovation
camp, generation ideas workshops, etc.) for facilitating the cooperation of TC businesses in
partner regions.

Through this system, a portfolio of 24 business opportunities was generated, with at least
one project in each of the strategic technology areas:
❖ Circular economy applied to textile-clothing value chains in Europe;
❖ Industry 4.0 and advanced manufacturing principles applied to textile-clothing
manufacturing industry; Digital technologies, including digital platforms, emarketing and thematic social communities for TC product;
❖ Sector diversification (Technical & smart textiles);
❖ Advanced Textile Materials (ATM) investigation for the development of new and
diversified applications; Creativity as a new business model for TC value chains
creation.
From the portfolio of 24 investment proposals, 10 pilot cases were selected and/or demo
proposals, drafted through mini business plans. The last phase of the selection process is
the selection of 5 proposals that will represent the TEX4IM pilot cases. These 5 pilot cases
will benefit of the preparation of a complete business plan for each one of them, being
ready to be bankable/fundable at the end of the project.

Long-term partnership agenda: how TEX4IM can support
your project idea

TEX4IM project has defined a long-term cooperation agenda, an instrument for the
stabilisation of the new cooperation, containing activities and actions for moving to a
sustainable partnership. It is the reference document to facilitate partner’s cooperation
beyond the lifetime of the project.
The long-term cooperation agenda will address possible activities for moving from the
collaboration in the frame of the project to a sustainable partnership:
➢
European cooperation projects ideas generation, incubation system
management;
➢
Matchmaking events, fair participation and showcase, market place of
technology providers, internationalisation;
➢
Thematic workshop, awareness raising on KETs potentialities, training and
consulting about producer responsibility;
➢
Communication, SMEs involvement, dissemination, including TEX4IM website
and call for ideas management.
The incubation and acceleration system, being one of the strategic tools of TEX4IM
partnership, will be kept alive in the long run, and this serves the scope of sharing the longterm agenda with external entities and signing cooperation agreements with key actors for
the long-term production of projects/opportunities for TC industry.
The TEX4IM project will support TC SMEs to develop business co-operations and crosssectoral collaborations with different partners across the Europe. SMEs will have the
opportunity to use the Expression of Interest (EOI) tool within TEX4IM website to submit
their project idea. The TEX4IM experts will assess the value of the project idea and support
the company to develop a solid business plan that could be submitted for funding on
different
calls:
https://tex4im.eu/tex4im-call-for-project-ideas-in-the-form-ofexpression-of-interest-eoi-2/

The BoostUp! RIS 2021 Pitching Competition is open for
applications from March 31, 12:00 CET until April 26,
23:59 CET!

“BoostUp! RIS” is a pan-European business competition powered by EIT Manufacturing for
innovative projects, startups, scaleups, and SMEs in the manufacturing sector with a
geographical focus on the RIS eligible countries (that haven’t applied to our BoostUp! 2020
challenge).
EIT Manufacturing team is looking for thriving teams and companies whose applications
should fall under the realm of manufacturing solutions and fit one of the following EIT
Manufacturing flagship areas as well as one the technology domains listed in the competition
guidelines and rules and regulations.
Teams or companies can submit their applications in one of the following three categories:
CREATE: In this segment: innovative projects ready to create a business that
addresses critical manufacturing pain points.
•

ACCELERATE: In this segment, startups and scaleups are invited to
demonstrate their readiness to expand their ventures geographically or to new
customer segments.
•

TRANSFORM: In this segment, SMEs are invited to offer proposals that will
take them to the next level of competitiveness.
•

The BoostUp! RIS finalists will present their ideas and solutions on the pitching competition
that will take place on 11 and 12 May 2021 during the Manufacturing Days powered by EIT
Manufacturing as part of the ViennaUP ’21, one of the largest European start-up festivals.
The winners will receive visibility, financial prizes and dedicated packages of support
services provided by the EIT Manufacturing Business Creation team.
Applications from the following RIS Countries are eligible: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain.
Those
interested
can
apply
here:
BoostUp-RIS-2021-rules-and-regulations.pdf
(eitmanufacturing.eu) for BoostUp! RIS journey.

The Regiostars Award 2021 is open for the online
submission.

The Regiostars Award 2021 is open for the online submission. The deadline for submission
is fixed for the 9th May 2021.
The yearly competition organised by the European Commission’s DG for Regional and Urban
Policy aims at identifying good practices in regional development and highlighting
innovative, EU-funded projects, which could be attractive and inspiring to other regions and
project managers.
There are five REGIOSTARS Award Categories for 2021:
• SMART EUROPE: Increasing the competitiveness of local businesses in a digital world;
• GREEN EUROPE: Green and resilient communities in rural and urban settings;
• FAIR EUROPE: Fostering inclusion and anti-discrimination;
• URBAN EUROPE: Promoting green, sustainable, circular food systems in functional
urban areas;
• TOPIC OF THE YEAR: Enhancing green mobility in the regions, European Year of Rail
2021.
COM4PRO project, developed by relevant Tuscan SMEs will present an application to this
award competition with the innovative technological solutions for the mattress
manufacturing sector.
The application must be submitted by the project manager with the endorsement of the
Managing Authority which provided the funding.
Please read carefully the guide for applicants.
For further information visit: https://regiostarsawards.eu/

LAUNCH OF EUROPEAN MASTERCLASS "INNOVATING IN
SMART TEXTILES"

Smart textiles and wearables are a major innovation frontier for the textile, clothing and
electronics industries and are expected to open up attractive niche market opportunities in
several sectors worth 1.5 B € in 5 years. However, the knowledge about key technologies,
functional requirements and main innovation players is fragmented. Production companies and
businesses might lack the technical knowledge that sits in research centres and universities,
while the latter do not have the channels to produce for the industry or the end-market.
Textile ETP, in collaboration with TITERA, crafted a European Masterclass programme
representing a 15-months learning journey, spanning 7 content modules for a total of 12
webinars. Leading technology developers, industry innovators and end-market experts across
all disciplines of the European smart textiles ecosystem will share their insights and latest
developments to enable you to realise the innovation potential in this growing field.
Professionals from companies and technical institutes can find peers to collaborate with
and plan how to introduce innovative, smart textile applications in the broad range of markets:
from clothing to healthcare, from automotive to smart cities.
The programme is open for any company or organisation based in an EU or EU research
programme associated country.
The programme starts in April 2021. Those interested can subscribe to the European
Masterclass programme here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTpOFik_yph_OEicvFqFWi00a_TfiNvr37JGXcipa
imBlCBw/viewform

TEX4IM PRODUCED A STRATEGIC DOCUMENT CONTAINING A
BRIEF FOR POLICY MAKERS ABOUT LESSONS LEARNED FOR
IMPROVING INTERREGIONAL COOPERATION ACTIVITIES

The document is now available and published on TEX4IM website. It provides possible solutions
able to address industrial modernization challenges of SMEs, with solutions and
recommendations that shall contribute to building strong competences and form strategic
alliances in the TC sector.
The Strategic Policy Brief, summarising such solutions and recommendations, is addressed to
the European policy makers, governments, development agencies, local authorities and the TC
industry professionals.
However, many of the recommendations also are relevant for business leaders in TC, industry
experts, procurement bodies, supply chains, human resources, and other key positions of the
industry.
https://tex4im.eu/d2-6-strategic-document-for-tex4im-partnership-containing-a-brief-forpolicy-makers-about-lessons-learned-and-improving-interregional-cooperation-activities/

THE RENEWABLE MATERIALS CONFERENCE, 18-20 MAY 2021

There is a growing market demand for advanced and ready-to-use sustainable material
solutions with a low carbon footprint – and fossil-free. As a response to this challenge, novaInstitute has decided to unite all relevant industries in the new Renewable Materials
Conference (RMC). Over three days, participants will get a complete overview of the latest
renewable material solutions from a wide range of sustainable raw materials and
technologies.
The Renewable Materials Conference will be organised virtually between 18-20
May, 2021. The conference will help shape the sustainable future of chemicals and materials
and will provide new advantages and synergies by establishing a meeting point for numerous
cross-sectoral networking opportunities.
The first day will be focusing on building blocks and chemicals, the second on polymers and
plastics and the third on plastic and composite materials.
• First day: Renewable Chemicals and Building Blocks from Biorefineries, CCU and

Chemical Recycling
• Second day: Renewable Polymers and Plastics from Biomass, CO2 and Recycling,

Innovation Award
• Third day: Renewable Plastics and Composites, Packaging and Biodegradation

The program includes a diverse range of bio-based materials such as bio-based polymers
and plastics as well as biocomposites (first and second generation, biowaste), CO2-based
materials (from fossil and biogenic point sources, atmosphere) as well as mechanically and
chemically recycled materials.
To show of the wide range of possibilities and diversity of renewable materials, the
innovation award “Renewable Material of the Year” will be granted at the conference to
innovative and trend-setting products and technologies based on renewable materials.
Those interested can register
materials.eu/registration/

to

the

conference

here:

https://renewable-

EU Knowledge Valorisation Week 2021

The Knowledge Valorisation Week will showcase excellent examples of strategies and
tools to boost the uptake of research results that benefit all. It will connect policy
makers and stakeholders from across Europe and nudge dialogue and knowledge sharing.
Enhancing knowledge valorisation capacities and skills in the Union is crucial to
accelerate the use of science-based solutions and inventions for the recovery and the
twin green and digital transitions.
In a series of webinars, outstanding professionals will present best practices from ten
EU Member States, share their experiences of challenges and successes, and reply to
questions.
The Week will be rounded off with a policy panel discussing what we can learn from the
current crisis in terms of combining the free flow of research results and data with
strategic and economic interests in Europe.
The EU Knowledge Valorisation Week is organised by the European Commission between
27-30 April 2021.
Those interested could find the agenda of the event and the modality to register here:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/european-knowledge-valorisation-week-making-riresults-work-resilient-and-sustainable-europe-2021-apr-27_en

TEXTILE CLUSTER
FOR INDUSTRIAL
MODERNIZATION
TEX4IM creates the proper context for long
term partnerships, investments, industrial
competitiveness and business opportunities
for the stakeholders of the European Textile
and Clothing sector

PROJECT PARTNERS
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STAY TUNED ON TEX4IM.EU FOR MORE UPDATE
A DOCUMENT PRODUCED BY THE PARTNERSHIP CONTAINING PROJECT
IDEAS FOR TEXTILE-COLTHING SMES WILL BE PUBLISHED SOON!

2021 TEX4IM Consortium Partners. All rights reserved. TEX4IM has received funding from the European
Union’s COSME research and innovation programme under grant agreement no. 822083. All contents are
reserved by default and may not be disclosed to third parties without the written consent of the TEX4IM
partners, except as mandated by the European Commission contract, for reviewing and dissemination
purposes. All trademarks and other rights on third party products mentioned in this document are
acknowledged and owned by the respective holders.
The information contained in this document represents the views of TEX4IM members as of the date they
are published. The TEX4IM consortium does not guarantee that any information contained herein is errorfree, or up to date, nor makes warranties, express, implied, or statutory, by publishing this document. The
information in this document is provided as is and no guarantee or warranty is given that the information
is fit for any particular purpose. The user thereof uses the information at its sole risk and liability.
The content of this document represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility; it
cannot be considered to reflect the views of the European Commission and/or the Executive Agency for
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME) or any other body of the European Union. The European
Commission and the Agency do not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information
it contains.

